The Birth of High Street
Early 1100°s

HIGH
STREET

Artist's Impression

The outline of Nantwich castle supenmposed on a modem map.
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Changing Faces and Architectural Features

’ Ovolo Carved Beams ‘

Nearly all of the timber-framed buildings on High
Street have floor beams which are ornately carved.

This treatment is known as ‘Ovolo Moulding’ and is a
common feature of late 16th to mid 17th century
buildings.

Some of them also have ‘Lamb’s Tongue’ stops
where they end at the wall.

Possible Elizabethan (1584) Face Georgian (Pre 1960s) Face Today’s (2024) Face

The Changing Faces of the High Street !
No. 19 High Street, now known as Specsavers, looks rather modern today. However, it still

has an Elizabethan roof structure, and ‘Ovolo Moulded’ beams with ‘Lamb’s Tongue’ stops to

the first floor.

Many of Nantwich’s buildings hide earlier architectural styles beneath, or in part, within.

Here too, this building was given a Georgian facelift. The advent of the Industrial Revolution
meant that many buildings were given a new facade, or even rebuilt.

46, 44 & 42 High Street (plastered over).

1]
Flanking Windows: What are they? L
Some of High Street's timber-framed buildings had smaller windows either side of the larger central windows. These are known as ‘Flanking
Windows’, and are a feature of mid 16th to early 17th century houses. Some are plastered over today, but their mullions are still visible on the
outside and inside. "

AL NERE

Examples can be seen on 46, 44 and 42 (Nantwich Bookshop, Enzo and Cancer Research), the Crown Inn, Regent House (Hope House), [}l .
and 21 and 23 (Yorkshire Building Society and White Ribbon Boutique). e —

Regent House (Hope House), at the Junction of High Street with Swine and Oat Market.
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Diagram of the Conjectured Original Front Elevation of 46, 44 & 42 High Street (with Architectural Annotations) The mid to late 17th century chimney stack. This caused

downward movement over time, due to it resting on the first
= : R floor, as well as standing on what was once the Castle’s

Original rear wing of 46 High z

Sﬁn(geet (now reb:}?n in brick!); moat. The effects of which can be seen to the timber frame

showing the original chimney today. The brick lip at the bottom of the chimney, shows

that the roof covering was originally thatched.
The Room Layout of 46 High Street (Nantwich Museum Gollection)

(Nantwich Museum Collection)

The 1635 Will and Household Inventory of Thomas Church, who built and lived
at 46 High Street tells us that the House & Shop had the following rooms:

(IntbcHaﬂ(niszueplxv) In the (Great) Chamber over the Hall \
[the main living and dining areaf; [a living room ltke a ‘Solar’l;
In the Buttery [to store dining equipment, beer, In the Closet over the Hall;
wine, elcf; In the Chamber next (to) the Cage (2 beds);
Under the stairs at the side of the Hall; Foothe Chumbir over the iliop (A Beel);
In the Kitchen (with Fireplace); O e 12 B X
In the Daity House [for keeping dairy producef; [a habitable loft where the servants slept].

\IVB. The Cage refers to a structure used for punishment near the original Market Hall, Wbicbsattodzcﬁ'anlofﬁlkbuﬂdbg)

aver Shop

© Charles E § Fairey 2024
Later back to back Fireplaces, added in the mid to
Iate 17% Century, the weight of which caused

This list of rooms and the original features still remaining, enable us to re-create the o R A SR A DA T
layout of this building, which along with 44 & 42 High Street, are shown to the right.

Original Layout of Ground Floor (Left) and First Floor (Right) of 46, 44 & 42 High Street (Front Elevation at bottom)
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Georgian to Victorian Architecture

GEORGIAN (1714-1837): 48 High Street
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Edwardian to Modern
Architecture

Roof Parapet
Cornice

Half Storey 2™ Floor
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(Stone Band)

Pediment

Decorative Corbel .
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(raised window surround J -~
and pediment) 7

Sliding Sash Window

Polychromatic (Many
Coloured) Brickwork

Cornice
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Architrave

lonic Column Capital

Exterior of Nantwich 36 High Street branch of National Westminster Bank plc, 15 August 1993

(Reproduced with kind permission of NatWest Group pic (Photograph ref: D7263))
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Column Base

Stone Plinth

© Nantwich Museum 2024



Markets and Fairs

The town square, originally the market square, has been at the heart of the town since the High Street first
developed. In common with many medieval towns, the market square was formed on land situated

between the castle and the church.

We don't know the precise area covered by the original market square, but the most likely changes in its
layout over the years, and some of its key elements, are shown on the map below.

The Town Square )
the heart of the town
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The Dates of the Fairs

Saturday has been a market day in Nantwich for over 500
years, but the dates of the Fairs have changed over time.

Based upon the 1851 Board of Health Map of Nantwich

Map showing the possible development of the markef square and surmounding areas over time.

The market square may have centred on a ‘great stone cross’ but, by as early as 1577, this cross stood in what was
presumably an encroaching churchyard.

Records dating back to the 15th century also note the existence in the square of an early market hall (originally
called a ‘Booth Hall’) with courtrooms and a holding cell on the upper floor. Although this was destroyed by the
Great Fire in 1583, further market halls stood in the High Street until 1868, when the current market hall on
Churchyardside was opened.

The sights, sounds and smells of the market square would have been very different from today. As well as the

townsfolk and the merchants with their stalls, we had a ‘shambles’ - an area containing slaughterhouses and
butchers. If you were very lucky, you may have found the odd wrongdoer locked in the stocks awaiting a rotten
cabbage, or worse, in the facel.

Of course, it would have been even busier on the days of the fair. These would have spread into the churchyard,
with exuberant entertainers, performing animals and general revelry.

Today, the town square continues to be a busy place with market stalls, friends meeting for a coffee, live music and
a full calendar of town events - but with fewer smells and less blood and guts to dirty our shoes!

ich Fair™ by

e il

7% Siptember - The Great Far

MeerSeel

Boery-Saturday

The Oid Market Hall in Shrewsbury. The market haifs in
twich would have constructed to a broadly similar
design, with an arched market place, and court rooms above.
(Pnoto: lan Short)

the "Dirty Far” in the 18" century.
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Unfortunately. we don't know why the December fair was called



Nantwich War Memorial

Postcard view of the 1921 unveiling ceremony

The memorial was unveiled on 25 September 1921, one of many thousands of memorials erected throughout
the country to commemorate the losses suffered in the First World War. It takes the form of a Calvary cross in
Darley Dale stone and granite; the sculptor was Edward Owen Giriffith and the builders were Messrs Harding &
Sons. 175 names were inscribed on polished granite plaques.

HENRY HARDING & SONS,

Monumental Memorials.
MASONRY, STONE AND WOOD CARVING, AND
GENERAL CHURCH WORK

Woris: STATION ROAD, NANTWIC!

After the Second World War, 44

more names were added, and in
1969 the memorial was renovated.
Every year on Remembrance
Sunday, a service takes place to
honour the memory of those
members of the local community
who have fought and died in war.

Wreaths laid on Remembrance Sunday 2023
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Queen’s Aid House
(41 High Street)

a grocer’s business with a story

QUEEN BESS CAFE,

i

-
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I G0D GRANTE OVR RYAL QVEEN
IN ENGLAND LONGE TC RAIGN
FOR SHE HATH PYT HER IELPING
HAND TO BILD THIS TOWNAGAIN

Inscnbed board on the Queen’s Aid Houss.

- Arthur Bentley

WHOLESALE & RETAIL GROCER,
NANTWICH.

NS s

Z FENE R
A Trial E SQUARE. NANTWICH.

Order
Solicited

for:

IRISH ROLL
BACON,

FINEST
CHESHIRE
CHEESE,

GOLD DUST
TEA,

FOREIGN and
BRITISH

WINES.

) ESPECTABLE GIRL Wanted for housework
1912 Johnson’s Directory. and to assist in  Cafe.—Reading, Queea
Biess Cafe, The Square, Naniwich S0 Oviginal carving of Queen Eizabeth |

from the Queen's Aid House,
Chester Chronicle 4 Jufy 1925. displayed at the Museum.
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Trades & People

From the formative beginnings of the High Street, traders supplied the
townspeople with goods which were required daily, such as bread and
meat. As the town grew, other trades started to provide a variety of items
such as clothes, ironmongery and groceries.

During the 1800s, the High Street had many traders which we no longer
see, such as hat makers, shoe manufacturers, saddlers, clock makers
and blacksmiths. Many of these are now classed as artisan trades and
are located at specialist workshops, often out of town.

The early High Street was not just a place where traders came to do
business - many people lived and worked from the same properties.
On the 1871 census, 275 individuals are registered in High Street in

48 properties. In 2023 that number had dramatically reduced to 11 . 7 X “ 5 ) ons_e 1912

people living in 8 properties. This shows the change in use of the 2

High Street to a place where people come for their goods and Both these shop fronts show how businesses would attract customers
services, instead of living on site. by displaying goods outside, a much less common practice today.

The modemn High Street still has a
mix of shops, but many are now
services like computer repair,
opticians and coffee shops.

In the 1970s Dorothy Vaughan wrote a poem about the early 20th century High Street.
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JONNSONS' ALMANACK

A, E. WYCHERLEY,

SADDLER and
HARNESS MAKER.

Special attention given
to the fit of . . .

Ladies' and Gents’

Riding Saddles.

HARNESS MADE ON THE PREMISES
FROM COOD§BARK TAN LEATHER,

DRESS BASKETS, KIT BACS,
TRUNKS, HAND BACS, and
SUIT CASES.

Nepairs 4o #1 bt of lnather wark

|

Lost Trades

PERRINS’ STORES

(Late CAWLEY & PERRIN),

Furnishing and Agricuitursl IRONMONGERS,

TIN-PLATE WORKERS

BRAZIERS, LOCK AND GUN SMITHS,
KITOHEN RANOE EXPERTS.

Kioctric Bails Fitted and Repaired

Copper Geoking Uteesils Ro-tinned oa the premises.

Chocso Vals Regalred, Rellaed, and Taps Re-greund as vew.
Seeds, Olls, Colours, Cartridges, Lamps, and
Plough Fittings.

7, HIGH STREET, NANTWICH.

@

THE SIGN OF THE COMPETENT CYCLE DEALL

Our Aim—Your Satisfaction |
DON'T BUY
# cytSe balore you are sure tha
THAT CYCLE

o0

s 4f the highee vaiue for yost mone
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Transport
and
High Street

A Royal Mail Coach from around 1815 1905 éteam po_wered bus service in the square
Image Copyrigt i org.uk Nantwich Museum Image

1930s Traffic 1950s/1960s Traffic

e

1960's traffic chaos (Image courtesy of John Hickson)

- - -
1930s traffic {image courtesy of John Hickson) Painting by J L Chaoman
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el & Noy,
CAN YOU MATCH THE
OLD AND NEW PHOTOS?
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