
Chemistry demonstrations

1 - The four humours: four coloured recipes to fill large show globes 

decorating apothecaries’ shop windows, inspired by the leading medical 

theory of the time.

2 - Mysterious recipe: an impressive seven-layered ‘cocktail’ sometimes 

used as a display on the shelves of 18th century apothecaries.

3 - Deadly colours: examples of bright pigments prepared with some of the 

most toxic heavy metal compounds present in the inventory.

4 - An explosive mix: a very popular recipe made with simple ingredients 

available in all apothecaries, to ‘end with a bang’.
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Sections of the original inventory showing chemical oils and emplasters.
Image reproduced with the permission of Cheshire Archives & Local Studies.

Artist’s impression of Raphe Walley’s 17th century apothecary shop. 
Artist: Les Pickford, Nantwich Museum.

Analysis of a selection of the chemical remedies and ingredients listed in the inventory.

Raphe Walley’s apprenticeship

Raphe would have had to serve as an apprentice for seven years and be 

registered with a trade or craft guild, probably Chester’s Company of Mercers 

and Ironmongers (charter granted in 1604, renamed Company of Mercers, 

Ironmongers, Grocers and Apothecaries in 1721), the nearest to Nantwich. The 

Company would have supervised his apprenticeship, providing him with 

sufficient licence to practise legally in Nantwich, and also checked the quality of 

the remedies he dispensed. 

Due to a gap between 1620 and 1687 in the Chester City apprenticeship records 

(during which period Raphe would have been an apprentice) it has not been 

possible to confirm his registration with the Company.

Family history

Research revealed that Raphe had a brother, 

William, a ‘doctor of physic’ who also 

practised as a surgeon and an apothecary. 

Raphe may have been William’s apprentice. 

Raphe married Mary in 1648, probably as 

soon as he completed his apprenticeship and 

the couple had a daughter. The family lived 

on the shop premises, probably in a Tudor 

property in the town centre, like the one 

pictured though this has not been 

confirmed. Raphe died in 1661, aged 36, pre-

deceasing Mary and William.

The inventory

The inventory, produced soon after Raphe Walley’s death, is dated 21 October 

1661. The shop inventory was witnessed by W. Walley, most likely Raphe’s 

brother William, and Eustace Crue (sometimes spelt Crewe or Crew), an 

apothecary from Wrexham, north Wales.

Chemical remedies

The inventory lists remedies and materials typical of the period and includes 

herbal and chemical ingredients – reflecting the transition between Galenic 

and Paracelsian treatments. Comprised of over 200 items, many are listed in 

Culpeper’s translation of the Pharmacopoeia Londinensis.

The authors are working on a detailed analysis of the inventory, with special 

emphasis on the chemical remedies. 

Opportunities for science outreach

The apothecary’s story is one which can be told in many ways to different 
audiences and led to development of:

An online talk featuring the origins and evolution of apothecaries, 
local and family history, the inventory and chemistry demonstrations.

A local-history booklet suitable for members of the public.

A transcript of the probate inventory of Raphe Walley (1625-1661), an apothecary in the historic market town of Nantwich, Cheshire, was discovered in 2021 during research for an exhibition at Nantwich Museum. 

This became the starting point for research into the remedies he dispensed, his likely training, family history and the environment in which he worked.

Conclusions

With appropriate interpretation, apothecaries’ inventories are valuable science 

history resources and our research and activities have shown that an 

enlightening blend of science and local history can engage non-scientists.
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