




Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 60 pages. 2016.

An extract from Hall’s History of the Town and Parish of 

Nantwich covering the Civil War period from 1642 to 1646. The 

extract is made up primarily of the text from the diary of 

Thomas Malbon who lived in Nantwich throughout the war. He 

covered national events but his main focus was Cheshire and 

especially Nantwich. These diary entries provide a much 

greater insight into life in a garrison town than you will get from 

the usual narrative.



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 11 pages. 2016.

A detailed timeline of all the troop movements into and from 

the garrison town of Nantwich. Between August 1642 and 

March1646 thousands of troops moved through the town along 

with well over 1000 prisoners. The troop movements reflect the 

military activity in both the local region and wider afield such as 

the Cheshire troops involvement at the Battle of Montgomery. 



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre Nantwich. 28 pages. 2016.

The Reverend Joseph Partridge was born in what is now the 

Wilbraham Arms, Welsh Row in 1724. He was ordained in the 

late 1760s and became a curate at St Michael’s Church, Baddiley

and then chaplain of the Woodhey Chapel, Woodhey Hall, 

Faddiley. He wrote the first history of Nantwich and this booklet is 

an extract covering the Civil War period. His book was 

subsequently used as a starting point for two further histories of 

Nantwich by John Weld Platt and James Hall.



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 36 pages. 2016.

This is one of the earliest attempts to describe the history of the 

English Civil War and its affects on Nantwich. This booklet is an 

extract from his book ‘The History and Antiquities of Nantwich in 

the County Palatine of Chester’ published in London in 1818. 

the booklet just covers the Civil War period and is primarily 

concerned with the Siege of Nantwich.. 



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 16 pages. 2017.

Using a combination of graphic art, detailed maps and 

contemporary documents we have developed the story of the 

Siege and Battle of Nantwich. This is suitable for both children 

and adults in understanding the background to Holly Holy Day 

– a Sealed Knot muster held in Nantwich every January.
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Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 28 pages. 2017

While this study is old it is thorough and illustrates how the local 

musters were summonsed and the armaments they were 

expected to carry. He describes the end of the age of the bow 

and contrasts it with the early firearms. It is the only examination 

of a Cheshire trained band naming the membership by parish 

and their weaponry.



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 32 pages. 2017.

A transcription of Nathaniel Lancaster’s account of the Siege 

of Chester and other events during the Civil War in Cheshire.

Nathaniel had a unique view of the conflict as he moved from 

being the incumbent in Tarporley to the Chaplain to the 

parliamentary forces in Cheshire. The cover of the booklet 

shows a drawing of the Civil War armour in the side chapel of 

St Helen’s Church, Tarporley. 



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 16 pages. 2018.

This is a combination of the works of three authors: an 

unidentified Archdeacon of the Cathedral living in Chester during 

the siege with additional notes by the Reverend Canon Morris. 

Also included are diary entries from Sir Henry Slingsbury: In 

December 1643 Slingsby was commissioned as a colonel in 

the Royalist army, raising a regiment whose first duty was to 

escort the Queen from Bridlington after her return from the 

Netherlands. During 1644 he was besieged in York, but when 

the city surrendered after the Battle of Marston Moor, Slingsby

escaped to rejoin the King, and was present at the decisive 

defeat at Naseby. He later joined the garrison at Newark, which 

was being besieged by the Scottish army, and which held out 

until the King joined the Scots and ordered his supporters in 

Newark to surrender.



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 32 pages. 2018.

Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector of the English Commonwealth 

from 1653 to his death in 1658, began his military career in 

1642. In 1643 appeared this little manual for the English army. 

Though not prepared by Cromwell, it undoubtedly had his 

approbation, and was in general use among his soldiers. 

Cromwell’s success was due in no small degree to the strict 

morals and rigid discipline of his army, and to the inspiring 

power of religion.



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 40 pages. 2018.

This booklet is an attempt to make the ‘Holy Holly Day’ muster 

by the Sealed Knot and the celebrations in Nantwich more 

accessible. It provides a commentary on what you can see 

during the parade in the town centre and the battle re-

enactment.

The booklet reviews the clothing and weapons used during the 

English Civil War and allows the reader to identify what is seen 

while the troops are gathered for the event.

Keith Lawrence



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre. Nantwich.  57 pages 2018.

On 23 December 1643 a group of local villagers was trapped in the 

tower of Saint Bertoline’s Church, in Barthomley Cheshire, by 

Royalist troops. The villagers were ‘smoked out’ after the troops 

set fire to rushes and the church pews stacked at the base of the 

tower. The locals surrendered and were crowded into the church 

porch and massacred. This relatively minor skirmish was reported 

in Parliament and London news sheets and was going to be used 

as a charge against King Charles at his trial. How do probably no 

more than thirty players enact such an event that from a small 

village in Cheshire emerged a national scandal? It was used to 

blacken the name of John, Lord Byron (Commander of the Royalist 

forces in Lancashire and Cheshire) and was considered to be proof 

that King Charles was truly ‘that man of blood’.



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 44 pages. 2018

In St Chad’s Church Farndon, Cheshire, there is a small 

memorial window to a group of Cheshire gentlemen involved in 

the Siege of Chester during the First English Civil War (1642-

1646). They were senior officers of Sir Francis Gamull’s

Regiment of Volunteer Foot raised to fend off the 

Parliamentary troops under Sir William Brereton. This window 

has featured in numerous books and article on the English 

Civil War but has in most cases been used as an illustration 

with little if any explanation. The aim of this publication is to 

examine the individual images (quarrels) making up the 

memorial and to provide a commentary to enrich any viewing 

of this little gem of a painted window. 



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 40 pages. 2018

This is an important booklet, as in spite of good documentary 

evidence that Nantwich was a walled garrison there are no 

apparent remains. Evidence from the diary of Thomas Malbon, 

who lived in Nantwich throughout the Civil War, contemporary 

descriptions and reports of remains at other sites, have been 

pulled together to offer a suggested course for the wall. 

We are lucky that there was little development in Nantwich 

from the Civil War period until the outbreak of cholera in 1849. 

This meant that when a 10 foot to the mile map was drawn of 

the town, as part of the modernisation from 1851 onwards, 

most of the sites of major seventeenth century houses were 

shown. This map has proved useful in the development of our 

understanding of the route of the walls. 



 

 

Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 19 pages. 2019.

In 1646 the First Civil War had ended but the effects lingered 

on. Roger Wilbraham’s contemporary commentary on the town 

of Nantwich in the later part of the seventeenth century adds to 

our understanding of the aftermath of war and the recovery of a 

small market town.



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 71 pages. 2019.

This booklet considers the nature of the many anthologies of ghost 

stories that can be found on the shelves of any bookshop. These are 

replete with stories, certainly, but they are not replete with history. Thus, 

in turning their pages, it becomes clear that the authors of such works 

have rarely realised that, particularly with regard to stories that relate to 

battles and sieges, one way to explain their raw material is to explore 

the historical events on which they were actually based, or, if said 

events are unknown to them, to seek out events on which they might be 

based. It is this methodology that I hope lends a measure of originality 

to this book, for, rather than simply cataloguing hauntings, seeks to 

place them in their cultural and historical context alike. 



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, 

Nantwich. 

74 pages. 2018.

A new transcription of all the contemporary 

documents associated with the Civil War in 

Cheshire between 1641 and 1643.

These documents cover the Irish Rebellion 

of 1641 and its effects on Chester and the 

early period of petitioning before the 

outbreak of the war in August 1642. Also 

covered is the King’s visit to Chester to 

gather arms and recruit soldiers to his 

cause. The booklet finishes with the build up 

to the Siege and Battle of Nantwich, which 

are covered in Volume 2.

Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, 

Nantwich. 

48 pages. 2018.

A new transcription of all the contemporary 

documents associated with the Civil War in 

Cheshire between 1644 and 1646.

These documents cover the Battle of 

Nantwich, the Siege of Chester and the 

Battles of Rowton Heath, Malpas and 

Denbigh.

The booklet finishes with the surrender of 

Beeston Castle and then Chester to the 

Parliamentarians.



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 48 pages. 2018.

Includes a CD covering all the remonstrances and petitions 

discussed in the booklet.

The ‘Bunbury Agreement’ is written about as though it was an 

event unique to Cheshire. Rather it was part of a national 

movement during 1642 to try and prevent the King and 

Parliament going to war. That is not to say that role of the 

agreement should be underplayed, as the response from 

Parliament was the use of not only aggressive language but 

also the dispatch of a military force under Sir William Brereton. 

The King, in turn, sent Sir Thomas Aston from Oxford to 

rendezvous with Royalist forces in Shropshire to try and 

prevent Parliament gaining a foothold in Cheshire.  It was the 

response, by the King and Parliament, to the search for 

neutrality that singles out the events in Bunbury in December 

1642. That, however, is another story covering the 

development of a Parliamentary garrison in Nantwich and the 

regional war in Cheshire.



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 44 pages 2019.

This booklet deals specifically with the role of the shipping and 

naval conflict in the Irish Sea during the Irish Rebellion and the 

First English Civil War (1641-1646). The movement of troops 

from England to quell the Irish Rebellion in late 1641 and the 

early months of 1642 along with the return of the fleeing 

refugees. Then following the cessation (a cease fire between 

the Irish and English forces) the return of the English forces in 

late 1643 in an attempt to bolster King Charles’s army. Finally, 

the thwarted attempt to send a Catholic army from Ireland to 

land in Cheshire in the final months of the war.



Forthcoming Titles 

for 2020.



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 60 pages. 2020.

This booklet contains a summary of the First English Civil War in 

Cheshire and a more detailed description of the Siege of Chester. 

The final section is a walking tour of Chester covering the sites of 

interest specific to the Civil War period. While the Roman history of 

Chester is widely promoted most visible remains seen during a walk 

around the walls and through the town relate to the Civil War period. 

It is hoped that this booklet will rekindle interest in the Civil War period 

that has seen the Sealed Knot not only re-enacting the siege but also 

presenting a memorial to the troops who died during the local conflict.



Booklet. Cheshire Civil War Centre, Nantwich. 2020.

This booklet will tell the story of the English Civil War in the 

Cheshire Region, including North Wales related to the 

Castles used as garrisons. While they were essentially 

considered as outmoded by the development of the cannon 

there is clear evidence, they proved much more resilient in 

practice. This was probably as many of the siege trains 

contained too few cannons of too small a size to breach 

earth walls never mind stone ramparts. While castles were 

numerous in the area in the Norman period only a few 

survived until the seventeenth century and even fewer 

played a role in the English Civil War.
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James Hall. A Nantwich historian on the English Civil War

Nantwich - a quiet town. Far from it!

Reverend Jospeh Partridgeon the Great Sieg of Nantwich

John Weld Platt on the Siege of Nantwich

Battle of Nantwich

The move from bows and arrows to gunpowder in the Trained Bands

Nathaniel Lancaster on the Siege of Chester

The Siege of Chester in the Great Civil War (1642-1646)

The Soldiers' Pocket Bible

The English Civil War re-enacted

The Barthomley Incident: Massacre or Propaganda?

The Farndon Civil War Window

Nantwich Surounded

The Town Concernes

English Civil War Ghosts of Lancashire and Cheshire

Cheshire in the English Civil War. Volume 1 (1641-1643)

Cheshire in the English Civil War. Volume 2 (1644-1646)

I don't want to go to war. The 'Bunbury Neutrality Agreement'
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